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Here is a sketch of Tarlton the jester, from the Worthies:
Tarlton Our Tarlton was master of his faculty. When queen Elizabeth
was serious (I dare not hay sullen) and out of good humour, he could
un-dwnpish her at his pleasure. Her highest fa\ourites would, in
some cases, go to Tarlton before they would go to the queen, and
he was their usher to prepare their ad\antageous access unto her.
In a word, he told the queen more of her faults than most of her
chaplains, and cured her melancholy better than all of her physicians.
Much of his merriment lay in his very looks and actions, according
to the epitaph written upon him :
Hie situs est cujus potcrat vox, actio, vultus,
Ex Heraclito reddcre Democntum.
Indeed the self-same words, spoken by another, would hardly
move a merry man to smile ; which, uttered by him, would force
a sad soul to laughter.
In the Church History he says in his account of Hooker :
Hooker Mr Hooker's voice was low, stature little, gesture none at all,
standing stone-still in the pulpit, as if the posture of his body were
the emblem of his mind, unmovable in his opinions. Where his eye
was left fixed at the beginning, it was found fixed at the end of his
sermon. In a word, the doctrine he delivered had nothing but itself
to garnish it. His style was long and pithy, driving on a whole
flock of several clauses before he came to the close of a sentence ;
so that when the copiousness of his style met not with propoition-
able capacity in his auditors, it was unjustly censured for perplexed,
tedious, and obscure.
The next illustration of his pictorial faculty and his humorous
The Rev. insight is from his portrait of the Rev. William Perkins, a Calvin istic
William divine, celebrated for his Discovert? of the damned Art of Witchcraft
Perkins (l6ogj . it occurs ;n The Hofy Sfate and the profane State (1642),
a rich magazine of charactery * :
He had a capacious head, with angles widening and roomy enough
to lodge all controversial intricacies ; and had not preaching diverted
him from that way, he had no doubt attained to eminency therein
An excellent surgeon he was at jointing of a broken soul, and
at stating of a doubtful conscience. And, sure, in case-divinity
first  part, "The Holy State,"  gives forty-eight characters— to be
imitated — and the second part, "The Profane State," thirty-one— to be shunned.

